Jim Suty, President

15131 Garcal Drive

San Jose, Ca 95127

E-mail: jim@oceanodunes.org
www.oceanodunes.org

March 14, 2018
By Email

Board Members

SLO County Air Pollution Control District
3433 Roberto Court

San Luis Obispo, CA 93401

Re: Friends of Oceano Dunes Demands answers to why the APCD & APCO
has withheld information and misled the State of California, the general
public and other agencies.

Attachments: a) Friends of Oceano Dunes 2008 letter to the APCD
b) Determination of Airborne Crystalline Silica (Quartz) Exposure
c¢) Marine Contributions to Aerosol Particulates in a Coastal Environment

Dear District Board Members:

This letter is being submitted by Friends of Oceano Dunes, Inc. ("Friends"), a California
not-for-profit corporation representing users of Oceano Dunes State Vehicle Recreational Area
(“ODSVRA™). Friends is concerned about the Air Pollution Control District (APCD) and the
Air Pollution Control Officer (APCO) withholding critical information and misleading the State
of California, other agencies and the general public. Friends has raised concerns about the APCD
not being transparent with data in the past, please reference the attached letter from 2008
(attachment a).

Over the past decade, the APCD and the APCO have deliberately made unsupported
allegations regarding crystalline silica coming from the ODSVRA. We can make available
letters, emails, news articles and public statements regarding the APCD promoting harmful silica
coming from the ODSVRA when there is no supporting evidence.

This careless act of misinforming the public has scared local citizens into thinking the
ODSVRA is creating this silica dust (reference articles below). These scared residents have acted
out and perpetuated this falsehood that the camping and off road recreation at the ODSVRA is
creating a situation where crystalline silica (Quartz) is then blown in land to their homes.

Friends of Oceano Dunes is a 501(c)(3) California Not-for-Profit Public Benefit Corporation, comprised of over
28,000 supporters. We represent, environmentalists, equestrians, campers, fishermen, families and off-road
enthusiasts who enjoy the benefits of Public Access through Responsible Recreation at the Oceano Dunes State
Vehicular Recreation Area (ODSVRA). We want to maintain Access For All!
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Nipomo Mesa’s problem isn’t sand.
It’s silica
o January 15, 2018 1233 PM

The letter in the Dec. 18 Trib from David Hamilton (“News flash: Dunes will keep blowing
sand into Nipomo Mesa,”) about the dunes dust cannot go unanswered. It is yet another
example of folks forming an opinion without information.

Those of us who are fighting for air that is not hazardous to our health are not trying to close
the OHV park. Something as simple as planting vegetation in the most emissive areas is all it
will take. The park can continue to operate and we can be alleviated from air pollution. They
are not mutually exclusive.

Second, the problem is not SAND. It is silica dust. Sand and dunes exist along the entire
coast of California, yet we are the only coastal area with hazardous silica dust. I know
because twice over the last seven years we have contacted every Air Pollution Control
District on the coast, and not one suffers particulate pollution from silica dust. And we are,
of course, the only area with an OHV on the beach.

http://www.sanluisobispo.com/opinion/letters-to-the-editor/article194760449.html

Air quality on the Nipomo Mesa: The
rest of the ‘dust rule’ story

ﬂ BY ARLENE VERSAW

Think about it: Some years, 99 days a year, Mesa residents are subjected to hazardous silica
dust that truly threatens human health, Even in a relatively “good vear” like 2015, stare
standards for particulate matter were exceeded 62 days. And that is not the whoele story,
because particulate matter standards are based on 2 24-hour average. At night, the wind
generally does not blow. What we know for sure is that cn days where state standards are

ot viclated, during the peak windy parts of the day when most people would lke to be

ouiside {10 a.m. to 3 p.m.}, pollution levels can be significantly above safe levels.

http://www.sanluisobispo.com/opinion/letters-to-the-editor/article67652377.html

The APCD completed studies in 2017 on several data samples collected over the April,
May & June time frame, yet these studies were never made public. California State Parks then
performed their own study and published a report in December 2017 (reference attachment b)
which also includes copies of the APCD report. This report states: “Analytical results (attached)
indicate none of the samples obtained by this investigation exceeded the current occupational
health standard for total dust, respirable dust or quartz. Crystalline silica (quartz) results were
below the detection limit for the analytical technique applied and volume of the air filtered for
each sample” (emphasis added).

APCD & APCO, combined with scared local citizens, have created a HUGE falsehood
and then used that to influence California State Parks, Air Research Board and Coastal
Commission to further close areas of the ODSVRA for studies and permanent closure.

APCD & APCO further misled the State of California, other agencies and the general
public regarding a claim in the Phase Il study which incorrectly concluded that “The airborne
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particulate matter predominantly impacting the region on high episode days does not originate
from an offshore source” (reference results from Chapter 6 below).

6.1. MAJOR FINDINGS
The following discussion presents the major findings and conciusions reached i this study,
including baef summanes of supporting data from both the Phuse 1 and Phase 2 studzes,

1y The airborne particulate matter predominantly impacting the region on higly
episode days does not eriginate from an offshore source,

+  There are pumerous particalate mositors located along the coast of California,
imciuding at Morro Bay and Grover Beach, None of the measurements at these
sites show high PM concentrations duning high oashore wind speed conditions,
such as those seen on the Nipomo Mesa,

+  Grover Beach PM, data shows a negative correlation 1o high winds. The only
elevated PM,, readings at this site are associated with calm wind periods, likely
the result of focalized sea salt episodes typical of coastal locations, Further, these
calm periods do not correlate to the periods of kigh PM scen on the Mesa. {See
Section 3.1, Figure 3.6)

+ EHlemental analysis of drum samples from Grover Beach showed high levels of
chloride, a tracer for sea salt, and low levels of silica, a tracer for sand and soid,
(See Section 3,33, Figure 5.13)

2) A localized source of wind blown particulate is present in the OQceano area near Pier
Avenune and may he impacting nearby residential neighborhoods.

Chapier 6 — Suptsary ahd Concliusions Page 6-1

http://slocleanair.org/images/cms/upload/files/pdf/PM2-final report.pdf

A study released today, “Marine Contributions to Aerosol Particulates in a Coastal
Environment.” This document was prepared by Dr. Brian Palenik of the Scripps Institution of
Oceanography at UC San Diego (Scripps) as part of his investigation of particulates found on
ocean-facing structures at the Oceano Dunes State Vehicular Recreation Area (Oceano Dunes).”

The California Geological Survey (CGS) cover letter also states: “Dr. Brian Palenik,
professor of marine biology at Scripps, has examined these interactions. He was intrigued by
the aforementioned grit at Oceano Dunes and so designed a study that examined the
biological signatures in seawater offshore from Oceano Dunes and that of the very fine grit
material (less than 10 microns in diameter) collected from a variety of media, including
filter tapes from EBAM air samplers deployed in the sand dunes. Samples were collected in
2014, 2015, and 2016 and examined for the presence of marine prokaryotes (bacteria) and
marine eukaryotes, such as phytoplankton diatoms, using DNA sequence analysis.” Emphasis
added.

The CGS cover letter also states: “The findings from this work have bearing on the
ongoing efforts to mitigate airborne PM10 detected in Nipomo Mesa (Mesa), which is
approximately two miles downwind from Oceano Dunes. At present, all mitigation efforts are
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focused on the reduction of saltation-derived dust emanating from locations within the 1500 acre
off-highway vehicle (OHV) riding area of Oceano Dunes. Additionally, PM10 air dispersion
modeling undertaken collaboratively with the California Air Resources Board and the San Luis
Obispo County Air Pollution Control District considers saltation-derived dust from the OHV
riding area of Oceano Dunes as the sole source of PM10 ultimately detected on the Mesa. As
demonstrated by the Scripps investigation, the sourcing of airborne PM10 detected in this
coastal setting is more complex, a function of several phenomena that occur on land, the
ocean, and in the air. An ocean source of planktonic and related bacterial PM10 is
potentially far greater than other sources because the area of ocean surface where
phytoplankton blooms occur offshore from Oceano Dunes is tens of thousands of acres
larger than the OHYV riding area of the State Park. “emphasis added.

Dr. Palenik then concludes with: “Nearby coastal seawater is contributing biological
material to PM10 aerosols (10 microns or less) detected and captured inland at monitoring
sites using EBAMSs. This likely includes whole microbes, ranging from the one micron sized
bacteria to small eukaryotes less than 10 microns such as small diatoms. Potentially fragments of
larger.” Emphasis added

In Conclusion, Friends of Oceano Dunes is extremely concerned by the decade long
political spin by the APCD and the APCO which has relied on misleading the public and other
agencies by hiding data and ignoring other potential causes of the dust and silica that is
impacting the Nipomo Mesa. What other data has the APCD & APCO hidden from the public?

California State Parks needs to stop all fencing and planting of vegetation, since there is
no silica coming from the ODSVRA and off-shore sources of PM-10 have clearly been identified
which have skewed all data to date.

Sincerely,

=

Jim Suty
President — Friends of Oceano Dunes

CC: Tom Roth
FoOD BOD
California State Parks
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Attachment A

Friends of Oceano Dunes 2008 letter to the APCD
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Jim Suty, President

3019 Archwood Circle

San Jose, CA 95148
408-242-4445

E-mail: jim@oceanodunes.org
www.oceanodunes.org

May 14, 2008
By Hand Delivery

Board Members

SLO County Air Pollution Control District
3433 Roberto Court

San Luis Obispo, CA 93401

Re: Request for an Open Process Regarding Phase Il of the Nipomo Mesa
Particulate Study

Dear District Board Members:

This letter is being submitted by Friends of Oceano Dunes, Inc. ("Friends"), a California
not-for-profit corporation representing users of Oceano Dunes State Vehicle Recreational Area
(“ODSVRA™). Friends is concerned about the closed nature of the San Luis Obispo County Air
Pollution Control District’s Nipomo Mesa Particulate Study, Phase II (Study). Friends asks that
the District provide a more transparent study, allowing for public scrutiny and input before the
study continues further.

The District Should Release Relevant Documentation on the Particulate Matter
Study to the Public Now

To date, the District’s staff has refused to release any documentation or data related to
Phase II of the Study on the basis that the information is “scientific.” Friends believes that is not
a legitimate justification for concealing information about the Study from the public. Many
public citizens and Friends’ members have scientific backgrounds and knowledge that would
allow them to comment intelligently on the Study, and the methodologies and assumptions used
in the Study.

The Study’s Underlying Methodology, Baseline Data and Assumptions Should Be
Subject to Public Scrutiny Before the Particulate Matter Study Is Fully Implemented, Not
After It Is Completed

As a matter of public policy, the Study’s underlying methodology, baseline data and
assumptions should be tested by public input and comment before the Study is fully
implemented — not after it is completed. The public and Friends’ members and
consultants have knowledge and insights that would provide a more analytically rigorous,

Friends of Oceano Dunes is a 501(c)(3) California Not-for-Profit Public Benefit Corporation, comprised of over
28,000 supporters. We represent businesses, environmentalists, equestrians, campers, fishermen, families and off-road
enthusiasts who enjoy the benefits of Public Access through Responsible Recreation at the Oceano Dunes State
Vehicular Recreation Area (ODSVRA). We want to maintain Access For All!
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fair and balanced monitoring study. Because the District has chosen to conceal Phase II of
the Study and any detail on its methodologies, the District staff risks producing a flawed
analysis — an outcome that could be avoided with public input at the beginning of the
process.

The District Is Failing to Provide Adequate Prior Notice of the Issues Being
Considered At Its Board Meetings

Previously, the District posted Board agendas on its website prior to the Board
meeting. For the past 6 months or so, the District staff ceased posting agendas on the
District website before the Board meeting. Thus, it is now much more difficult for the
public to ascertain what issues the Board is considering at its meetings. In fact, there was
no prior notice on the website that the Board was considering moving forward with Phase
II of the Study.

The Timing of the Particulate Matter Study Is Suspect

In addition to our concern about the secretive nature of the Study, Friends is also
concerned about the timing of the Study. The Study appears to have been initiated just as
SLO County began serious discussions with the California Department of State Parks and
Recreation regarding the possible sale of the La Grande Tract in ODSVRA. The
concurrent timing raises concerns that the Study is designed to give the County leverage in
the negotiations, in essence, politics under the guise of science. Friends respectfully asks
that the District explain why the Study was initiated now during the very time the County
was negotiating the sale of the La Grande Tract.

Sincerely,

=

Jim Suty
President — Friends of Oceano Dunes

CC: Tom Roth
FoOD BOD

Friends of Oceano Dunes is a 501(c)(3) California Not-for-Profit Public Benefit Corporation, comprised of over
28,000 supporters. We represent businesses, environmentalists, equestrians, campers, fishermen, families and off-road
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Attachment B

Determination of Airborne Crystalline Silica (Quartz) Exposure
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Attachment C

Marine Contributions to Aerosol Particulates in a Coastal Environment
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MEMORANDUM

DATE: MARCH 12, 2018

To: Mat Fuzie
Deputy Director
California State Parks
Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation Division
1725 23" Street, Suite 200
Sacramento, CA 95816

FROM: Will Harris
Senior Engineering Geologist

SUBJECT: Scripps Study of Marine Contributions to Aerosol Particulates
Oceano Dunes State Vehicular Recreation Area, San Luis Obispo County, California.

Deputy Director Fuzie,

Attached herein, please find the March 6, 2018 report entitled “Marine Contributions to Aerosol
Particulates in a Coastal Environment.” This document was prepared by Dr. Brian Palenik of the
Scripps Institution of Oceanography at UC San Diego (Scripps) as part of his investigation of
particulates found on ocean-facing structures at the Oceano Dunes State Vehicular Recreation
Area (Oceano Dunes).

As you know, every spring in south San Luis Obispo County (south county), strong prevailing
winds blowing from over the ocean, out of the west-northwest, provide the key force that gives
shape to the coastal sand dunes in the south county. Because of the prevailing winds,
conditions offshore from Oceano Dunes and vicinity are ideal for large planktonic blooms,
particularly during the spring (Walter, Armenta et al., 2018; Garcia-Reyes and Largier, 2012;
Tognazzini, 2009). The west-northwest winds run parallel to the coast from Point Buchon to
Point San Luis, pushing warm surface water towards and along that part of the shore that faces
west (e.g., Oceano Dunes). Deeper, colder, nutrient-rich seawater upwells offshore from the
west-northwest line of coast in response to the displaced surface water. When this water
reaches the surface, sunlight warms it causing various planktonic species to grow. The amount
of plankton varies based on seasons and conditions, but humpback whale and other cetacean
feeding activity in the area provides anecdotal evidence that the production of plankton can be
prolific (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GeD5i0DadVA). Overall, the amount of upwelling
that occurs may be increasing because the strength of the northwesterly winds during the spring
and summer has slowly increased over time based on a review of wind data from the Diablo
Canyon nuclear power plant, which is located at Point Buchon (Lindsey, 2013).

During prevailing wind episodes, as observed at Oceano Dunes, a film of very fine grit
accumulates on the ocean-side surface of just about anything the stands above the dunes.
Posts, signs, fencing, even vegetation, become coated with this material (Figure 1). Under
microscope the material appears to be biologic, possibly planktonic (Figure 2).
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Sea/air interactions related to plankton blooms have been demonstrated by several
researchers, including those at the Scripps Institution of Oceanography. For example,
aerosolized planktonic algae have been shown to influence the formation of coastal clouds and
fog (Prather, Bertram et al., 2013).

Dr. Brian Palenik, professor of marine biology at Scripps, has examined these interactions. He
was intrigued by the aforementioned grit at Oceano Dunes and so designed a study that
examined the biological signatures in seawater offshore from Oceano Dunes and that of the
very fine grit material (less than 10 microns in diameter) collected from a variety of media,
including filter tapes from EBAM air samplers deployed in the sand dunes. Samples were
collected in 2014, 2015, and 2016 and examined for the presence of marine prokaryotes
(bacteria) and marine eukaryotes, such as phytoplankton diatoms, using DNA sequence
analysis.

From the analyses performed on samples of seawater, dune sand, surf foam, and the airborne
grit, Dr. Palenik was able to determine that “nearby coastal seawater is contributing biological
material to PM10 aerosols (10 microns or less) detected and captured inland at monitoring sites
using EBAMSs. This likely includes whole microbes, ranging from the one micron sized bacteria
to small eukaryotes less than 10 microns such as small diatoms.” Further, Dr. Palenik notes,
“We did find diatom DNA on EBAM filters from Chaetoceros calcitrans and Thalassiosira
pseudonana, two small marine species that are less than 10 microns. DNA from these diatoms
was found on some near-beach fencing but not in dune sand samples, suggesting they are
transported as whole-cell aerosols from seawater to the EBAM filters.”

The findings from this work have bearing on the ongoing efforts to mitigate airborne PM10
detected in Nipomo Mesa (Mesa), which is approximately two miles downwind from Oceano
Dunes. At present, all mitigation efforts are focused on the reduction of saltation-derived dust
emanating from locations within the 1500 acre off-highway vehicle (OHV) riding area of Oceano
Dunes. Additionally, PM10 air dispersion modeling undertaken collaboratively with the California
Air Resources Board and the San Luis Obispo County Air Pollution Control District considers
saltation-derived dust from the OHV riding area of Oceano Dunes as the sole source of PM10
ultimately detected on the Mesa. As demonstrated by the Scripps investigation, the sourcing of
airborne PM10 detected in this coastal setting is more complex, a function of several
phenomena that occur on land, the ocean, and in the air. An ocean source of planktonic and
related bacterial PM10 is potentially far greater than other sources because the area of ocean
surface where phytoplankton blooms occur offshore from Oceano Dunes is tens of thousands of
acres larger than the OHV riding area of the State Park.

In the cover letter to his report, Dr. Palenik notes that the findings of his investigation have been
presented at the 2018 Ocean Sciences Meeting, which is sponsored by the American
Geophysical Union, among others. Dr. Palenik also anticipates publishing the work in a scientific
journal, and he intends to conduct further work in the area to more completely quantify the
marine biological signature of PM10 dust detected in the south county.
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| am available for any questions you may have regarding the Scripps investigation or related
topics.

Respectfully submitted,

Original signed by:

Will J. Harris, PG 5679, CEG 2222, CHg 750
Senior Engineering Geologist

Concur:
No. 1429
. . ] CERTIFIED
Original signed by: ENGINFERING

William R. Short, PG 4576, CEG 1429, CHg 61
Supervising Engineering Geologist

Attachments: Figures 1 and 2;
Scripps Investigation — Marine Contributions to Aerosol Particulates in a Coastal
Environment by Dr. Brian Palenik and Maitreyi Nagarkar, March 6, 2018.
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Figure 1. Grit on plasticized screen, Plover Exclosure fence, Oceano Dunes SVRA, May 2011 (photo by Will Harris).

Figure 2. Photomicrographs of grit particles that were collected from plasticized screen shown in Figure 1 above
(photomicrographs by Will Harris).
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SAN DIEGO UCsD

BERKELEY DAVIS IRVINE LOS ANGELES MERCED RIVERSIDE SAN DIEGO SAN FRANCISCO SANTA BARBARA SANTA CRUZ

Will Harris March 6, 2018
Senior Engineering Geologist

California Geological Survey

801 K Street, MS 12-30

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Harris,

Please find attached our report of findings regarding the marine contribution to aerosolized particulates in
south San Luis Obispo County (south county). As stated in the report, our analysis shows nearby coastal
seawater is contributing biological material to PM10 aerosols (10 microns or less) detected and captured
inland at EBAM monitoring sites within the dune environment of the south county. Detected marine-derived
materials within the PM10 fraction include prokaryotes (bacteria) and eukaryotes, such as small diatoms.

Our findings from this investigation have been presented at the 2018 Ocean Sciences Meeting co-sponsored by
AGU, ASLO and TOS societies. Additionally, we are in the process of submitting this work to a scientific
journal for publication.

We would like to extend our appreciation to the California Geological Survey and to the California
Department of Parks and Recreation for the assistance and access that made our investigation possible. We
look forward to continued collaboration in future endeavors.

Sincerely,

Brian Palenik

Professor of Marine Biology
SIO, UC San Diego

La Jolla, CA 92093
bpalenik@ucsd.edu
858-534-7505
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Report: Marine Contributions to Aerosol Particulates in a Coastal Environment

Brian Palenik
Maitreyi Nagarkar

Scripps Institution of Oceanography
University of California San Diego

La Jolla, CA 92093-0202

Contact information: bpalenik@ucsd.edu
Submitted 3/6/2018

Introduction

There is increasing interest in the contribution of marine-derived aerosols to
particulates found over land. These marine aerosols may contain inorganic, organic,
or biological materials. In studies of the marine atmosphere, about 10% of
particulate matter by volume has been attributed to biological material, introduced
either from land or through mechanisms such as bubble bursting at the sea surface
(Matthias-Maser, Obolkin et al. 2000) (Aller, Kuznetsova et al. 2005) (Matthias-
Maser, Brinkmann et al. 1999), with the latter mechanism likely dominant.

Once marine-derived aerosols move over land they can have multiple effects such as
contributing to nucleating water droplet formation (cloud condensation nuclei) and
thus fog/cloud formation or even potentially on human health (Prather, Bertram et al.
2013). As an example of the latter, some toxic marine phytoplankton have been
found to produce aerosolized toxins and subsequent health effects (Hoagland, Jin et
al. 2009, Kirkpatrick, Fleming et al. 2011). There has been an increasing
appreciation that marine aerosols can contain microbes both prokaryotic and
eukaryotic and these may vary with seawater conditions and distance from land
(Cochran, Laskina et al. 2017, Rastelli, Corinaldesi et al. 2017) (Hiraoka, Miyahara
et al. 2017) (Mayol, Arrieta et al. 2017) (Xia, Wang et al. 2015) (Woo, Brar et al.
2013) (Dueker, O'Mullan et al. 2012) (Dueker, Weathers et al. 2011) (Urbano,
Palenik et al. 2011).

Here we determined the potential link between local marine waters and the composition
of airborne material blown shoreward by prevailing winds to the coastal dunes in south
San Luis Obispo County. This site was chosen as it shows seasonally high winds thought
to promote local phytoplankton blooms and associated bacteria and is involved in local
sand dune formation at Oceano Dunes State Vehicular Recreation Area (Oceano Dunes).
Oceano Dunes is a California state park in San Luis Obispo (SLO) County that lies
within the northern end of the Guadalupe Nipomo Coastal Dune Complex. The dune
complex consists of more than 18,000 acres of coastal dunes that stretch from southern
San Luis Obispo County into northern Santa Barbara County. The microbial community
of the dunes has not been explored. Oceano Dunes SVRA consists of about 3,600 acres,
with about 1,500 of those acres devoted to camping and off-highway vehicle (OHV)
recreation.
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We used DNA sequence analysis as a qualitative measure of compositional
information, with 16S rRNA gene sequences as a measure of bacterial aerosols and
18S rRNA gene sequences a measure of eukaryotic-derived aerosols. DNA
sequences from marine microbes typically found in seawater was used as an
indicator of a marine component of local waters finding its way into the total pool of
airborne particulates. Initially we compared the sequences from the airborne
particulates only to sequences found from our seawater samples, but later on we also
incorporated marine sequences from public databases. We included analysis of a
range of particulates including those caught on dune fencing to the very fine
material (approximately 10 microns in diameter, also called PM10) that could affect
air quality. We show that a commercial environmental beta particle attenuation
monitor (EBAM) system (Met One Instruments, Inc) often used for air quality
monitoring can be analyzed for microbial components using DNA sequence
analyses of their sampling “tapes”.

Results

32 samples were collected from seawater, beach foam, beach and dune sand, or
air filters (EBAM tapes) at several different sites on different dates (Table 1).
Total DNA was extracted from each of these and the Illumina platform was used
to sequence either the 168S (for bacterial community composition) or 18S (for
eukaryotic community composition) amplicon. Sequences were then clustered
into predicted species (referred to as operational taxonomic units, or OTUs)
based on sequence similarity and classified using the Silva v123 database.

Significantly, DNA from marine microbes in seawater samples was found
translocated shoreward. It was caught on different particle collecting systems
including dune wind fencing and screens and on commercial E-BAM systems, thus
providing information about the contribution of marine aerosols to inland particle
composition (Table 1, Supplemental Table 1)

We used the OTUs found in the three seawater samples (from two different dates) to
identify “marine” bacterial and eukaryotic OTUs, against which we compared the
sequences found at the other sites. From the 16S data, we found that between all the
seawater samples there were 1348 OTUs with at least two sequences present and
1596 OTUs with a least one sequence present. Many of these OTUs were known
marine species such as Pelagibacter.

We then quantified the presence of these seawater OTUs in the EBAM air samples
and samples from the other sites. We calculated the proportion of total sequences
from each site that represented marine OTUs (OTUs found in the seawater samples)
by adding the number of sequences represented by marine OTUs and dividing by the
total number of sequences from the sample. Marine bacterial sequences collected on
the EBAM filters varied from 0 to 44 % of the total sequences obtained from a
specific filter, showing a large component of marine bacteria to be likely present in
the EBAMs. EBAM data is shown in bold in Table 1.
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We combined the sequences across all the air samples to determine the top 25 most
abundant bacterial OTUs on the air filter samples from the EBAMs (Table 2). The
most abundant non-marine bacterial taxa were typical soil microbes such as Dyella.
Four of the twenty five top OTUs were putative marine bacteria: Fluviicola,
Amylibacter, Paracoccus, and a Pseudomonas seen in seawater, with Fluviicola and
Amylibacter being the two most clearly of marine origin due to their strong
representation in the seawater samples. Other marine bacteria, including Vibrio
species, were clearly present in some, but not all, air samples (Supplemental Table

1.

The most abundant marine microbe on the air filters was a Fluviicola like species
from the family Cryomorphaceae and this microbe was also the most abundant
microbe in the beach foam sample (Table 1). In addition, two other beach foam
samples from San Diego were also analyzed and found to be dominated by similar
bacteria (data not shown).

We took the same approach with 18S rRNA amplicon sequences and used the
marine seawater sample eukaryotes as an indicator of marine eukaryotic components
of airborne particulates. There were 3907 OTUs found in seawater, similar to
numbers found in coastal seawater in other studies (Nagarkar et al in review).
Marine eukaryotic sequences collected on EBAM filters varied from 0 to 54% of the
total sequences when determined using this approach.

Interestingly, no marine eukaryotic OTUs that were present in the seawater samples
were found on EBAM samples from 2016, so the above analysis was not sufficient
for determining the translocation of marine eukaryotic species to the air filters.
However, the abundant OTUs in the 2016 EBAM samples included a marine diatom
species. This OTU was also found on fencing (PS-2) very near the ocean, suggesting
a seawater source. We believe that while these diatoms were not abundant in the
reference seawater sample collected by lifeguards beyond the surf zone, but they
may have been abundant in the seawater closer in to the beach.

Since the seawater samples we analyzed for 18S sequences did not provide a
complete reference for all possible marine OTUs, we performed a second analysis
where we determined if abundant aerosol 18S OTUs were of marine origin based on
their DNA sequence similarity to that of common marine phytoplankton reported by
others in published analyses. We used mothur (Schloss, Westcott et al.) and BLAST
for this comparative sequence analysis. We added these newly marine-annotated
OTUs into OTUs already identified as being in seawater samples based on their
presence in the reference seawater samples. This analysis showed that all EBAM
samples, including ones in 2016, contained eukaryotic marine phytoplankton DNA.
The most abundant eukaryotic OTUs on EBAM filters are shown in Table 3 and
include marine diatoms. It is significant that diatoms, in contrast to many other
microbes, will contribute frustule silica in addition DNA to the aerosol. They will
thus contribute, along with sand, to the Si content of aerosols.
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In contrast to seawater and even marine sands and sediments (Probandt, Eickhorst et al.
2017) (Gobet, Boer et al. 2011), little is known about the microbiology of dune sands and
whether this is a unique ecosystem or one largely similar to terrestrial soils. The
microbial community of dune sand specifically from Oceano Dunes has not been studied.
We thus examined the microbial composition of dune sand from areas protected from
dune riding and from areas where dune off road vehicle riding is allowed. The bacterial
composition of these two were largely similar. The ten most abundant 18S OTUs in four
dune samples (Table 4) were not abundant in EBAMs, suggesting the dune was not a
large contributor of microbes to EBAMs (but could still contribute inorganic material).
However, we don’t believe we have sufficient information about dune microbes to
determine a specific percentage contribution of the dune microbes to aerosol sample
DNA.

We also found OTUs from eukaryotic microalgae (found in BLAST but not in the
seawater sample) to be present in dune sand. These were from Trebouxia sp. and
Apatococcus lobatus. Their DNA sequences were similar to reported sequences from
algae growing on rocks and buildings (Gorbushina and Broughton 2009, Gustavs,
Schumann et al. 2016) so this may be an endemic dune population of microalgae or part
of a larger terrestrial population. In addition, we found what appears to be sand mite
DNA (closest relative Micropsammus) and nematode DNA (Meloidogyne hapla strain
MeloHap11 ) suggesting also that the dune may have an interesting “ecosystem” of
organisms. We also found DNA from sunflower (Helianthus pauciflorus subsp.
Subrhomboideus) and slash pine (Pinus elliottii) presumably from pollen. From our small
sample set, we found no evidence that recreational vehicles were affecting the
community composition of this potential ecosystem as similar eukaryotes were found in
riding and undisturbed areas.

Discussion and Conclusions

Nearby coastal seawater is contributing biological material to PM10 aerosols (10 microns
or less) detected and captured inland at monitoring sites using EBAMSs. This likely
includes whole microbes, ranging from the one micron sized bacteria to small eukaryotes
less than 10 microns such as small diatoms. Potentially fragments of larger eukaryotic
phytoplankton including their DNA can be found on EBAM filters. For example,
dinoflagellates are typically larger than 10 microns, but we did find some dinoflagellate
DNA. The use of DNA as a marker of this contribution is largely a qualitative one,
because the copy number of the 16S region can vary among bacteria (marine and soil). In
some cases, we did not detect marine bacterial DNA in EBAM filters while in others the
contribution appeared to be very large. The same was true of the eukaryotic contribution.
Thus, the processes determining when marine aerosol contributions are large are still
unknown, but are likely dependent on wind speed, the presence of phytoplankton blooms
in coastal waters and possibly their susceptibility to aggregation or lysis.

We did find diatom DNA on EBAM filters from Chaetoceros calcitrans and
Thalassiosira pseudonana, two small marine species that are less than 10 microns. DNA
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from these diatoms was found on some near-beach fencing but not in dune sand samples,
suggesting they are transported as whole-cell aerosols from seawater to the EBAM filters.
Interestingly, DNA from the diatom Pseudo-nitzschia was found in some EBAM samples.
Some Pseudo-nitzschia species produce the toxin domoic acid with known toxicity to
marine life (Ryan, Kudela et al. 2017, Zhu, Qu et al. 2017). It would be interesting to see
whether domoic acid can be found in water and aerosols during blooms of this diatom
species. These species are monitored on the California coast at specific monitoring sites
(http://www.sccoos.org/data/habs/). It is not clear what the impact of aerosolized domoic
acid would be.

We found that bacteria from the family Cryomorphaceae ((Muramatsu, Takahashi et al.
2012) ) were present in beach foam and in EBAM filters. Foam was very abundant during
sampling in 2016. Cryomorphaceae have been associated with phytoplankton blooms
(Pinhassi, Sala et al. 2004) and diatoms (e.g. Flo-31) in (Grossart, Levold et al. 2005).
This particular bacterial group and its possible association with foam and high abundance
in aerosols warrants further attention. There is no information for example on whether
this group could be a human allergen, although endotoxins from bacteria have been
measured in aerosols (Lang-Yona, Lehahn et al. 2014).

One intriguing possibility suggested by our results is that beach foam is a causative agent
of aerosols in addition to direct aerosol formation of seawater, eg sea spray. Presumably
both of these mechanisms are occurring depending on the presence of phytoplankton
blooms and foam formation from their decomposition. This could be further explored by
sampling on dates with varying degrees of foam present.

Methods

EBAM air filters (Met One Instruments, Inc.) were cut to obtain the circular area
containing the aerosols and then cut into smaller pieces and processed for standard DNA
isolation from filters. Sand containing materials such screens, beach sand, and dune sand
were washed with Phosphate buffered saline (PBS) containing 0.5M NaCl. The washes
were filtered onto 2 x 25mm 0.2 um Supor filters and both filters were used for DNA
extraction(Tai and Palenik 2009). For “orange” and “black”™ fencing, the fencing was
washed with TE and the TE wash was used for DNA isolation. Foam was diluted with an
equal volume of TE before DNA isolation.

DNA was checked for PCR quality by running a standard 16S or 18S rRNA amplification
with the primers listed below. Total DNA was then sent to Research and Testing
Laboratories (RTLGenomics, Lubbock, TX) for Illumina amplicon sequencing of the
16S or 18S rRNA gene. Primers used for 16S amplification were 28F
(GAGTTTGATCNTGGCTCAG) and 388R (TGCTGCCTCCCGTAGGAGT). Primers
used for 18S amplification were TAReukF (CCAGCASCYGCGGTAATTCC) and
TAReukR (ACTTTCGTTCTTGATYRA) (Stoeck, Bass et al. 2010).

Sequences were clustered into OTUs using the pick open reference OTUs.py pipeline in

Qiime (Caporaso, Kuczynski et al. 2010), which assigns species-level OTUs at the 97%
sequence similarity cutoff. The resulting biom file was converted into an OTU table and
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sequences were classified using mothur (Schloss, Westcott et al. 2009) against the Silva
v128 database (Quast, Pruesse et al. 2013).

Figures and Tables
Figure 1. Map of Oceano Dunes sampling sites.

Table 1. Samples descriptions and fraction (of 1) of total DNA sequence reads from each
sample that were likely of marine origin, based on comparison to either only the seawater
OTUs (“SW only”) or those and database-derived sequence (“SW + DB”). “Singlets
removed” refers to the same sample but only including sequences present two or more
times. ND, not determined. The data shows that marine microbes make substantial
contributions to EBAMs, as seen in the DNA recovery from EBAM filters (bolded).

Table 2. Top 25 most abundant bacterial OTUs in EBAM samples (with all EBAM
samples combined). Bold shows predicted marine bacteria (based on presence of those
OTUs in the seawater samples), with the exception of Pseudomonas, which may be due
to dune input. Dunes may be contributing some bacteria such as FFCH11085 given the
abundance of this sequence in the dune reads.

Table 3. Top 25 most abundant eukaryotic OTUs found in EBAM samples. Bold shows
taxa predicted by presence in seawater sample. Other marine taxa were found by
taxonomic knowledge and BLAST annotation.

Table 4. The most abundant eukaryotic OTUs in four dune sand samples. These OTUs
were not typically found on EBAMs. A few appear to be microbial residents in the sand
while others are from nearby plants.

Acknowledgements:

This project received sampling and DNA processing help from Dr. Bianca Brahamsha
(SIO), Emy Daniels (SIO), and Karl Hong (SIO). Sequencing was provided by
RTLGenomics, Lubbock, TX.

References

Aller, ]. Y., M. R. Kuznetsova, C. ]. Jahns and P. F. Kemp (2005). "The sea surface
microlayer as a source of viral and bacterial enrichment in marine aerosols." ].
Aerosol Sci. 36: 801-812.

Caporaso, J. G., ]. Kuczynski, J]. Stombaugh, K. Bittinger, F. D. Bushman, E. K. Costello,
N. Fierer, A. G. Pena, J. K. Goodrich, |. I. Gordon, G. A. Huttley, S. T. Kelley, D. Knights, ].
E. Koenig, R. E. Ley, C. A. Lozupone, D. McDonald, B. D. Muegge, M. Pirrung, J. Reeder,
J. R. Sevinsky, P. ]. Tumbaugh, W. A. Walters, ]. Widmann, T. Yatsunenko, ]. Zaneveld
and R. Knight (2010). "QIIME allows analysis of high-throughput community
sequencing data." Nature Methods 7(5): 335-336.

Total Document Page # 31 3/14/2018



Cochran, R. E,, O. Laskina, J. V. Trueblood, A. D. Estillore, H. S. Morris, T. Jayarathne, C.
M. Sultana, C. Lee, P. Lin, ]. Laskin, A. Laskin, J. A. Dowling, Z. Qin, C. D. Cappa, T. H.
Bertram, A. V. Tivanski, E. A. Stone, K. A. Prather and V. H. Grassian (2017).
"Molecular diversity of sea spray aerosol particles: impact of ocean biology on
particle composition and hygroscopicity." Chem 2(5): 655-667.

Dueker, M. E., G. D. 0'Mullan, K. C. Weathers, A. R. Juhl and M. Uriarte (2012).
"Coupling of fog and marine microbial content in the near-shore coastal
environment." Biogeosciences 9(2): 803-813.

Dueker, M. E., K. C. Weathers, G. D. 0'Mullan, A. R. Juhl and M. Uriarte (2011).
"Environmental controls on coastal coarse aerosols: implications for microbial
content and deposition in the near-shore environment." Environmental Science &
Technology 45(8): 3386-3392.

Gobet, A, S. 1. Boer, S. M. Huse, J. E. E. van Beusekom, C. Quince, M. L. Sogin, A.
Boetius and A. Ramette (2011). "Diversity and dynamics of rare and of resident
bacterial populations in coastal sands." The Isme Journal 6: 542.

Gorbushina, A. A. and W. J. Broughton (2009). Microbiology of the atmosphere-rock
interface: how biological interactions and physical stresses modulate a sophisticated
microbial ecosystem. Annual Review of Microbiology. 63: 431-450.

Grossart, H. P, F. Levold, M. Allgaier, M. Simon and T. Brinkhoff (2005). "Marine
diatom species harbour distinct bacterial communities." Environmental
Microbiology 7(6): 860-873.

Gustavs, L., R. Schumann, U. Karsten and M. Lorenz (2016). "Mixotrophy in the
terrestrial green alga Apatococcus lobatus (Trebouxiophyceae, Chlorophyta)."
Journal of Phycology 52(2): 311-314.

Hiraoka, S., M. Miyahara, K. Fujii, A. Machiyama and W. Iwasaki (2017). "Seasonal
analysis of microbial communities in precipitation in the greater tokyo area, japan."
Frontiers in Microbiology 8: 1-10.

Hoagland, P., D. Jin, L. Y. Polansky, B. Kirkpatrick, G. Kirkpatrick, L. E. Fleming, A.
Reich, S. M. Watkins, S. G. Ullmann and L. C. Backer (2009). "The costs of respiratory
illnesses arising from Florida gulf coast Karenia brevis blooms." Environmental
Health Perspectives 117(8): 1239-1243.

Kirkpatrick, B., L. E. Fleming, J. A. Bean, K. Nierenberg, L. C. Backer, Y. S. Cheng, R.
Pierce, A. Reich, J. Naar, A. Wanner, W. M. Abraham, Y. Zhou, J. Hollenbeck and D. G.
Baden (2011). "Aerosolized red tide toxins (brevetoxins) and asthma: Continued
health effects after 1 h beach exposure." Harmful Algae 10(2): 138-143.

Lang-Yona, N., Y. Lehahn, B. Herut, N. Burshtein and Y. Rudich (2014). "Marine
aerosol as a possible source for endotoxins in coastal areas." Science of the Total
Environment 499: 311-318.

Matthias-Maser, S., ]. Brinkmann and W. Schneider (1999). "The size distribution of
marine atmospheric aerosol with regard to primary biological aerosol particles over
the South Atlantic Ocean." Atmospheric Environment 33(21): 3569-3575.
Matthias-Maser, S., V. Obolkin, T. Khodzer and R. Jaenicke ( 2000). "Seasonal
variations of primary biological aerosol particles in the remote continental region of
Lake Baikal/Siberia,." Atmos. Environ. 32: 3805-3811.

Mayol, E., J. M. Arrieta, M. A. Jimenez, A. Martinez-Asensio, N. Garcias-Bonet, ]J. Dachs,
B. Gonzalez-Gaya, S. J. Royer, V. M. Benitez-Barrios, E. Fraile-Nuez and C. M. Duarte

Total Document Page # 32 3/14/2018



(2017). "Long-range transport of airborne microbes over the global tropical and
subtropical ocean." Nature Communications 8.

Muramatsu, Y., M. Takahashi, Y. Kamakura, K. Suzuki and Y. Nakagawa (2012).
"Salinirepens amamiensis gen. nov., sp nov., a member of the family Cryomorphaceae
isolated from seawater, and emended descriptions of the genera Fluviicola and
Wandonia." International Journal of Systematic and Evolutionary Microbiology 62:
2235-2240.

Pinhassi, J., M. M. Sala, H. Havskum, F. Peters, O. Guadayol, A. Malits and C. Marrase
(2004). "Changes in bacterioplankton composition under different phytoplankton
regimens." Appl Environ Microbiol 70: 6753-6766.

Prather, K. A, T. H. Bertram, V. H. Grassian, G. B. Deane, M. D. Stokes, P. ]. DeMott, L. I.
Aluwihare, B. P. Palenik, F. Azam, J. H. Seinfeld, R. C. Moffet, M. ]. Molina, C. D. Cappa,
F. M. Geiger, G. C. Roberts, L. M. Russell, A. P. Ault, . Baltrusaitis, D. B. Collins, C. E.
Corrigan, L. A. Cuadra-Rodriguez, C. ]. Ebben, S. D. Forestieri, T. L. Guasco, S. P.
Hersey, M. J. Kim, W. F. Lambert, R. L. Modini, W. Mui, B. E. Pedler, M. ]. Ruppel, O. S.
Ryder, N. G. Schoepp, R. C. Sullivan and D. Zhao (2013). "Bringing the ocean into the
laboratory to probe the chemical complexity of sea spray aerosol." Proceedings Of
The National Academy Of Sciences Of The United States Of America 110(19): 7550-
7555.

Probandt, D., T. Eickhorst, A. Ellrott, R. Amann and K. Knittel (2017). "Microbial life
on a sand grain: from bulk sediment to single grains." The ISME Journal 12: 623.
Quast, C., E. Pruesse, P. Yilmaz, J. Gerken, T. Schweer, P. Yarza, J. Peplies and F. O.
Glockner (2013). "The SILVA ribosomal RNA gene database project: improved data
processing and web-based tools." Nucleic Acids Research 41(D1): D590-D596.
Rastellj, E., C. Corinaldesi, A. Dell'Anno, M. Lo Martire, S. Greco, M. C. Facchini, M.
Rinaldi, C. 0'Dowd, D. Ceburnis and R. Danovaro (2017). "Transfer of labile organic
matter and microbes from the ocean surface to the marine aerosol: an experimental
approach.” Scientific Reports 7.

Ryan, . P., R. M. Kudela, ]J. M. Birch, M. Blum, H. A. Bowers, F. P. Chavez, G. ]. Doucette,
K. Hayashi, R. Marin, C. M. Mikulski, ]. T. Pennington, C. A. Scholin, G. J. Smith, A.
Woods and Y. Zhang (2017). "Causality of an extreme harmful algal bloom in
Monterey Bay, California, during the 2014-2016 northeast Pacific warm anomaly."
Geophysical Research Letters 44(11): 5571-5579.

Schloss, P. D, S. L. Westcott, T. Ryabin, J. R. Hall, M. Hartmann, E. B. Hollister, R. A.
Lesniewski, B. B. Oakley, D. H. Parks, C. ]. Robinson, J. W. Sahl, B. Stres, G. G.
Thallinger, D. J. Van Horn and C. F. Weber (2009). "Introducing Mothur: open-source,
platform-independent, community-supported software for describing and
comparing microbial communities." Applied And Environmental Microbiology
75(23): 7537-7541.

Stoeck, T., D. Bass, M. Nebel, R. Christen, M. D. M. Jones, H. W. Breiner and T. A.
Richards (2010). "Multiple marker parallel tag environmental DNA sequencing
reveals a highly complex eukaryotic community in marine anoxic water." Molecular
Ecology 19(s1): 21-31.

Tai, V. and B. Palenik (2009). "Temporal variation of Synechococcus clades at a
coastal Pacific ocean monitoring site." The ISME Journal 3(8): 903-915.

Total Document Page # 33 3/14/2018



Urbano, R., B. Palenik, C. ]. Gaston and K. A. Prather (2011). "Detection and
phylogenetic analysis of coastal bioaerosols using culture dependent and
independent techniques." Biogeosciences 8(2): 301-309.

Woo, A. C,, M. S. Brar, Y. K. Chan, M. C. Y. Lau, F. C. C. Leung, ]. A. Scott, L. L. P.
Vrijmoed, P. Zawar-Reza and S. B. Pointing (2013). "Temporal variation in airborne
microbial populations and microbially-derived allergens in a tropical urban
landscape.” Atmospheric Environment 74: 291-300.

Xia, X. M,, J.]. Wang, . B.Ji, ]. X. Zhang, L. Q. Chen and R. Zhang (2015). "Bacterial
communities in marine aerosols revealed by 454 pyrosequencing of the 16S rRNA
gene." Journal of the Atmospheric Sciences 72(8): 2997-3008.

Zhu, Z., P. P. Qu, F. X. Fu, N. Tennenbaum, A. O. Tatters and D. A. Hutchins (2017).
"Understanding the blob bloom: Warming increases toxicity and abundance of the
harmful bloom diatom Pseudo-nitzschia in California coastal waters." Harmful Algae
67:36-43.

Total Document Page # 34 3/14/2018



==1

]

[]

[

u

0

0
b 0
u 3 DU-1
) e
! B
) ) Du-4
1
[
U

oW
w2 |, S8
4 i
W1 ?én'
1) Npaa
g

== g=====c
[
0
"
x>
[]
[
[
[
[
" 8
S
|;<
v 3
1 &

rea A\

A
A
Scripps DNA Samples
Oceano Dunes State Vehicular «:3

Recreation Area and Vicinity

Scripps Sample Points (2014)
Scripps Sample Points (2015)
Scripps Sample Points (2016)
Off-Highway Vehicle Riding Area

Oceano Dunes SVRA State
Park Boundary

Dune Preserve

0 0.125 025

Miles

Source: NAIP, 2012

Figure 1. Map of Oceano Dunes sampling sites.
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viarine viarine

Marine Fraction of Fraction of Fraction of
Marine Fraction of Eukaryotic OTUs, Marine Fraction of Bacterial OTUs, Bacterial
Eukaryotic OTUs, | singlets removed, SW | Eukaryotic OTUs, all all seqs, SW | OTUs, singlets
Sample Name Sample Type Date all seqs, SW only only seqs, SW + DB only removed, SW
DU-1 Dune 7/26/14 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.04 0.04
DU-4 Dune 7/26/14 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
DR-1 Dune 7/26/14 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
DR-3 Dune 7/26/14 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.03 0.02
SW-1 Seawater 4/7/15 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00
SB-1 Beach Sand 4/7/15 0.37 0.37 0.37 0.57 0.49
E6-L1 Air 2015 0.03 0.03 0.03 0.45 0.44
E6-D1 Air 2015 0.55 0.54 0.55 0.05 0.05
E9-Al Air 2015 0.19 0.19 0.19 0.20 0.18
E9-A2 Air 2015 0.71 0.34 0.71 0.45 0.41
E9-L1 Air 2015 0.27 0.25 0.30 0.13 0.13
E9-L2 Air 2015 0.17 0.17 0.47 0.12 0.09
E9-D1 Air 2015 0.26 0.22 0.32 0.15 0.14
E9-D2 Air 2015 0.00 0.00 0.20 0.06 0.05
E9-D3 Air 2015 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.07 0.06
PF-1 Fencing 4/7/15 0.76 0.74 0.76 0.68 0.63
DU-Back Dune 4/7/15 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.01
PS-Back Fencing 4/7/15 0.38 0.37 0.38 0.75 0.73
SF-1 Foam 4/7/15 0.92 0.91 0.92 0.90 0.88
PS-1 Fencing 4/7/15 0.00 0.00 0.00 ND ND
SW-2 Seawater 6/20/16 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00
SW-3 Seawater 6/20/16 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00
PS-2 Fencing 6/20/16 0.19 0.19 0.68 0.15 0.08
PS-3 Fencing 6/20/16 0.08 0.08 0.13 0.10 0.09
E1-#1-4 Air 6/16/16 0.00 0.00 0.72 0.10 0.06
E1-#18-20 Air 6/16/16 0.00 0.00 0.91 0.08 0.06
E3-#8-11 Air 6/16/16 0.00 0.00 0.96 0.35 0.15
E3-#18-20 Air 6/16/16 0.00 0.00 0.99 0.03 0.00
E4-#1-3 Air 6/13/16 0.00 0.00 0.95 0.12 0.04
E4-#34-36 Air 6/13/16 0.00 0.00 0.61 0.11 0.00
E5-#1-3-Mesa2  Air 6/13/16 0.00 0.00 0.69 0.06 0.03
E5-#34-36 Air 6/13/16 0.00 0.00 0.84 0.10 0.07

Table 1. Sample descriptions and fraction (of 1) of total DNA sequence reads from each
sample that were likely of marine origin, based on comparison to either only the seawater
OTUs (“SW only”) or those and database-derived sequences (“SW + DB”). “Singlets
removed” refers to the same sample but only including sequences present two or more
times. ND, not determined. The data shows that marine microbes make substantial
contributions to EBAMs, as seen in the DNA recovery from EBAM filters (bolded).
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1S sequence in

Table 2. Top 25 most abundant bacterial OTUs in EBAM samples (with all EBAM
samples combined). Bold shows predicted marine bacteria (based on presence of those
OTUs in the seawater samples), with the exception of Pseudomonas, which may be due
to dune input. Dunes may be contributing some bacteria such as FFCH11085 given the

abundance of th
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Table 3. Top 25 most abundant eukaryotic OTUs found in EBAM samples. Bold shows

taxa predicted by presence in seawater sample. Other marine taxa were found by
taxonomic knowledge and BLAST annotation. Triticum aestivum, common wheat, may

be coming from cereal straw bales used for erosion control.
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Table 4. The most abundant eukaryotic OTUs in four dune sand samples. These OTUs

were not typically found on EBAMs. A few OTUs such as the microalgae appear to be

micCro

bial residents in the sand while others are from nearby plants.
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